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treatment to remove the grease and alkali, but as the effluent
was sterile it was concluded to dispose of it by an independent
pipe line to the Missouri River.   The covers were removed
from   beds   A   and B and   their   liquid   capacity   measured
after the beds had stood idle for several weeks.   It was found
to be about 20 per cent less than when the beds were first put
in service.   This was in January, 1906; and owing to the season
the Post Surgeon and the writer recommended that no further
work be done upon these beds until warm weather.   When
warm weather should arrive, the writer recommended that con-
nections to draw the odors from the first set of contact beds
through the crematory be restored, but in such a way as to
leave the surface of the beds open, so that they could be kept
in condition, instead of covered with concrete so as to be inac-
cessible.    His capacity measurements and other tests demon-
strated conclusively that in the first set of beds A and J?,
the clogging was mainly in the upper portion, and after the
trouble caused by the laundry, which left little permanent
injury after several weeks of rest, had been removed, that the
beds would be serviceable for a considerable time.   Beds C
and D, however, appeared to be clogged more in the bottom
than at the top; and the aeration at the bottom of these beds
needed   improvement.   The   writer   also   recommended   the
installation of a system of by-pass piping by which any of the
six contact beds could be cut out of service for a few days7 rest,
whenever desired.
The whole system was put into operation without any of
these improvements, however, in January, 1906, and shortly
thereafter the laundry effluent was diverted to the river. From
then until June 12, 1906, the writer did not visit the system,
but on June 12 he stopped at the Post while passing through
Leavenworth on other business. No adjustment of the septic
tanks to make the effluent more oxidizable had been made after
the laundry effluent was diverted, and the beds had been allowed